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Last fall, St. Paul’s began its preparation to call a new Rector. Through the  

listening sessions led by the search committee, and affirmed by the Vestry,  

our parish discerned four goals for our parish over the next few years.  Now that 

we have a Rector in place to help us all to achieve these goals, we are seeking to 

ensure we have the financial resources to grow in these ways:   
   

• Enhancing our spirituality and responsibility to combat the  
 world’s growing secularism 
 

• Working toward meeting the needs of our community 
 

• Connecting with other faith organizations in our area 
 

• Achieving environmental sustainability by enhancing awareness  
 and reducing our carbon footprint 

  

At church we sometimes hear this prayer during the weekly collection of donations: “All 

things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee.” The meaning is simple: 

everything we have comes from God – including our talents, jobs and income – and  

consequently, anything we give to God we’re really just giving back. The act of donation thus 

becomes an act of spiritual recognition and gratitude. And these acts build on themselves: the 

more we practice generous giving, the more we recognize the great truth of God’s bounty – 

and the more we recognize this bounty and give thanks, the more we are able to give freely 

from it. When we pledge to make donations over an entire year’s time, we make a  

commitment to sustained giving that can grow, with God’s help, into a wonderful and  

liberating spiritual practice. 

 

 
Why do I make a pledge each year? 
  
First, in pledging I am supporting the parish community to 
which I belong, and its mission. St. Paul’s is a self-supporting 
parish; we as a community have to support our shared work. 
By making a pledge, I am giving the Vestry and parish  
leadership the ability to plan for the ministry of the parish in 
the coming year. By making a financial pledge, I am also  
saying that I support and want to be part of the mission of the 
parish. I also am coming to more and more deeply believe, 
that what we are doing together at St. Paul’s is the work of 
God.  Part of God’s work to care, to worship together, to 

serve others and to welcome all at God’s table.  That’s something I want to be a part of.  So I give. 
  
Second, pledging is a spiritual discipline. Giving is a discipline that people of faith have practiced for 
millennia. Spiritual disciplines are acts that we choose to do not because we always feel like it or want 
to, but because they are part of our commitment to God, to each other, and to ourselves. Pledging 
helps us to know that all that we have, things material and spiritual, is a gift from God. By giving gen-
erously, we thank God for God's loving care for our lives, and we dedicate what we have been given 
to God’s purposes. Giving is a practice of thanksgiving that over time makes us even more grateful for 
the abundance of God’s grace in our lives. It opens our hearts to the awareness that all life is a  
wondrous gift. 
 
Over the last few years, my wife Sara and I have come to 
learn how we can build our own family budget around our 
giving. Our goal has always been to tithe, to give 10% of 
our income away. For the past number of years we have 
been able to do this.  This year, with our move and now 
with one income, we may not actually be able to do it.   
And it still continues to be our goal, even though we have 
not been able to achieve it, and something that we consider 
in all of the financial decisions we make.  The discipline of 
giving helps to remind us on a daily basis that all that we 
have and do is truly a gift from God.  Our giving helps us to 
know more deeply to grace God has given us all.  
  
My prayer is that pledging will bring you the joy it brings 
my family and me.  My prayer is that it can bring you a 
greater awareness of God’s grace in your life. And it is my 
hope that you will join me in supporting the work of this 
amazing community and church!  
  
 
Peace, 

 

Sometimes people ask why they 

should pledge in advance for the year 

rather than just give the same amount 

without pledging it. The answer is 

simple: without advance pledging, 

the St. Paul’s Vestry cannot  

accurately estimate the church’s  

income for the coming year and  

cannot properly manage the church’s 

operations. It just makes sense: we 

need to know how much money  

St. Paul’s will have next year so that 

we can use our resources in the best 

possible way.  


