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Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost, September 26 ● 10:45AM 
Celebrating:  The Rev. Laura DiPanfilo  

Preaching: The Rev. Charles L Fischer III 
Assisting: The Rev. Noah H. Evans 

 

Know that God loves you, no exceptions.  

You are always welcome at God’s table at St. Paul’s.   

St Paul’s is a spiritual home and welcoming community to people of all ages, generations, educational backgrounds, 

financial means, abilities and disabilities, races, ethnicities and nationalities, without regard to sexual orientation, gender, 

gender identity/expression, with many different family and religious backgrounds. Some of us are lifelong Episcopalians; 

some were raised in other Protestant denominations or in the Roman Catholic Church; some are new to the Christian faith; 

some are not quite sure what they believe. There is a place here for you.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Prelude:  Voluntary on Hymn Tune, Evan                                      William Havergal (1793-1870) 

                 Anglican Chant, Psalm 19: 7-14        W. Havergal 

 

                 Voluntary on Hymn Tune, Ellerton         Joseph Barnby (1838-1896) 

                 Anglican Chant, Psalm 125          J. Barnby 

 

Welcome and Greetings  

 

Opening Hymn 409 The spacious firmament on high 
  
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gloria in excelsis Hymnal S 280 

 

The Collect of the Day 

 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, 

running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson          Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were drinking wine, the king 

again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even 

to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, 

and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that is my petition-- and the lives of my people-- that is my 

request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been 

sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage 



to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do 

this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. 

Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that Haman has prepared 

for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him 

on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king 

abated. 

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, 

both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth 

day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the 

month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should 

make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God.  

Sequence Hymn 609 Where cross the crowed ways of life vv. 1-3 

 

The Gospel        Mark 9:38-50 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark 

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because 

he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will 

be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives 

you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a 

great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, 

cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 

And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be 

thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God 

with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never 

quenched. 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt 

in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon                                                          The Rev. Charles L Fischer III 

 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidate 
  

Celebrant   The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

 

Sponsor    

Parents and Godparents I present Nora Rose Diven to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

  

Celebrant Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 
  

Parents and Godparents I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
  



Parents and Godparents I will, with God’s help. 

  

Celebrant  Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
  

Candidate, Parents, and Godparents I renounce them. 
  

Celebrant Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 
  

Candidate, Parents, and Godparents I renounce them. 
  

Celebrant Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
  

Candidate, Parents, and Godparents I renounce them. 
  

Celebrant Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
  

Candidate, Parents, and Godparents I do. 
  

Celebrant Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
  

Candidate, Parents, and Godparents I do. 

 

Celebrant Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
  

Candidate, Parents, and Godparents I do. 

 

Celebrant Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in his life in Christ? 
  

People  We will. 
  

Celebrant  Let us join with this person, who is committing himself to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

  

The Baptismal Covenant 
  

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 
  

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  

Celebrant   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
  

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

 and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at  

 the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

  

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
  

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the  

 forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

  

Celebrant   Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and  

  in the prayers? 
  

People I will, with God’s help. 

  

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to 

  the Lord? 
  

People I will, with God’s help. 

  

Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
  

People I will, with God’s help. 

  

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 



  

People I will, with God’s help. 

  

Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every  

 human being? 
  

People I will, with God’s help. 

  

Celebrant  Will you cherish the wondrous works of God, and protect the beauty and integrity of all creation?  
  

People I will, with God’s help. 

  

 

Prayers for the Candidate 

  

Celebrant  Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

  

Leader Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader Open her heart to your grace and truth. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader  Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader  Send her into the world in witness to your love. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Leader  Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  

Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of 

his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 

  

Thanksgiving over the Water 
  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 
  

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  

Celebrant 
  

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it 

you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the 

baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 

resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
  

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his  

resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 

fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 



  

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and 

born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
  

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

  

 

The Baptism 
  

____, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

  

You are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever.  Amen. 

  

Be with us as a light to the world. Amen. 

  

Celebrant 
  

Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your  

servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give 

her an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of 

joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 

  

Please stand as you are able. 

  

Celebrant Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

  

Celebrant and People 
  

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with 

us in his eternal priesthood. 
 

  

The Peace 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People       And also with you. 
  

Announcements 

    

Offertory Anthem: Pie Jesu, from Requiem (1982)                    Andrew Lloyd Webber b. 1948 

                                  Michele Baum and Christin Cooper, Soloists 

 

Merciful Jesus, merciful Jesus, merciful Jesus, merciful Jesus 

Father, who takes away the sins of the world 

Grant them rest, grant them rest 

 

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer A   

The people may stand or kneel. 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

  

Celebrant 



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth. For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to show forth 

your glory in all the world. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

  
Celebrant and People now sing, Hymnal S-129 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become 

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to 

live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.   

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect  

sacrifice for the whole world. 
  

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 
  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
  

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
  

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 

constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ.  

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 

for ever. Amen.  

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And  forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the  power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
  

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.   

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia  

 



Fraction Anthem Hymnal S 163 

 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the people of God. 

 

Everyone is welcome to receive communion. Communion will be brought to your seating area. You may then 

share the bread with those seated with you.
 
Communion Music:  Two pieces for organ, Jan Littrell, organist 

 

1. Moderato con moto. Cesar Franck (1822-1890) 

2. Kyrie. Girolamo Frescobaldi (1583-1643) 
 

Post Communion Prayer—said together 

Let us pray.                                                                             

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 

grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

Closing Hymn 344 Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing 

 

Dismissal  

 The worship is ended, the service begins.  

      Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, alleluia. 

People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Postlude: Improvisation on Sicilian Mariners 

Music Notes:  

A musically baked cake of wonderful hymns and music based on hymn tunes is cut into flavorful pieces and plated 

throughout today’s liturgy.  The frosting on that cake are two Psalms, 124 and 19, sung by the choir in Anglican 

chant composed by 19th c. British composers, William Havergal and Joseph Barnby. Preceding each psalm is an 

organ voluntary composed by the same composers on Anglican hymn tunes, Evan and Ellerton, both found in 

“Hymns Ancient and Modern” and the former in the Episcopal Hymnal 1940. 

Hymns come from interesting sources.  Our opening hymn by Franz Joseph Haydn is a transcription of his rousing 

chorus, “The Heavens are telling the glory of God” from his oratorio, The Creation. This hymn has great breath 

because it is detailing the wonders of God’s creation as described in today’s Psalm 19. 

At the Offertory the choir sings Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Pie Jesu” from Requiem (1982) which he dedicated to 

his father, William Lloyd Webber, one of Britain’s most productive church musicians.  In 1986, Requiem earned 

Lloyd Webber a Grammy Award for Best Classical Contemporary Composition. 

Enjoy your cake “and eat it, too!” 

 
Remember St. Paul's in Your Will 

Consider the Endowment Fund 
Visit www.stpaulspgh.org/endowment/  

http://www.stpaulspgh.org/endowment/

